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AUTOMOTIVE CLASS ACTION - FORGED ALUMINUM AND STEEL PARTS 

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION AND SETTLEMENT APPROVAL HEARING  
 

The Supreme Court of British Columbia has approved this Notice.  
 

 
The purpose of this Notice is to inform you a proposed settlement with Hirschvogel 
Umformtechnik GmbH and Hirschvogel Aluminum GmbH (“Hirschvogel”) in the following class 
action lawsuits: 
 

• Alteen v. Otto Fuchs Beteiligungen Kg et al., Court File No. S-210739, the “Aluminum 
Proceeding”; and, 

• Charlton v. Musashi Bockenau GmbH & Co. KG et al, Court File No. S-211884, the “Steel 
Proceeding”. 

 
On July 7, 2026, the British Columbia court certified the Steel Proceeding and the Aluminum 
Proceeding (the “Class Actions”) against Hirschvogel by consent for the purpose of implementing 
a settlement agreement. 
 
“Forged Aluminum Product” means forged aluminum and aluminum alloys in various states of 
processing, from semi-finished aluminum products in need of further machine processing, to 
finished aluminum products that require no further machine processing for use in various consumer 
end products, notably as parts in motor vehicles. 
 
“Forged Steel Product” means forged steel and steel alloys in various states of processing, from 
semi-finished steel products in need of further machine processing, to finished steel products that 
require no further machine processing for use in various consumer end-products, notably as parts 
in motor vehicles. 

All Class Members who do not opt out of one or both of the Class Actions will be bound by 
the proposed settlement and the Court's findings in the Aluminum Proceeding and/or Steel 

Proceeding, as applicable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Your legal rights and options: 
 

If you purchased a vehicle, anywhere in Canada, containing Forged Aluminum Products 
or Forged Steel Products or a replacement part for your vehicle that was made from 
Forged Aluminum or Steel Products between 2002 until 2018, you may be affected by 

this class action settlement. 
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1. Opt Out 

If you do not wish to participate under the terms of the Settlement 
Agreement or in one or both of these Class Actions, you must submit an 
Opt Out Form by December 15, 2026 (the "Opt-Out Deadline"), 
available on the Class Action Website or by contacting Class Counsel.  

This is your only chance to exclude yourself from one or both of these 
Class Actions. Opting out will preserve your rights to independently sue 
Hirschvogel and the other defendant groups for alleged price-fixing 
conduct, and you will no longer be part of the Class Action 
proceeding(s) or the Settlement.  If you do not opt-out by the deadline, 
your rights will be determined under the Class Action(s) and you will 
not be able to exclude yourself from the proceeding(s) in the future. 

2. Object 

If you object to any of the terms of the Settlement Agreement, you have 
the right to communicate your Objection by December 15, 2026. All 
Objections received before December 15, 2026 will be provided to the 
Court for consideration of the proposed settlement. 

3. Do Nothing 

If you do not opt out of this class action and the Court approves 
settlement, you will be deemed to have released Hirschvogel from 
liability as outlined in the Settlement Agreement and if distribution of 
the Settlement Funds is ordered, you will be entitled to a portion of the 
settlement as a Class Member. 

 
The following pages provide more information on the Class Actions and the Settlement 
Agreement. 
 

1. What is a class action? 
 

A class action is a lawsuit filed by one person on behalf of a group of people with the same 
legal claims. 

 
2. What are the Forged Aluminum and Steel Products Price-Fixing Class Actions 

about? 
 

The Class Actions were commenced against some manufacturers of Forged Aluminum 
Products and Forged Steel Products, including Hirschvogel Umformtechnik GmbH and 
Hirschvogel Aluminum GmbH (“Hirschvogel”) in connection with their alleged 
involvement in a conspiracy to fix the prices of these products. These lawsuits allege that 
the fixing of the prices of the Forged Aluminum Products between April 1, 2006 until April 
31, 2018 and of the Forged Steel Products between October 1, 2002 and December 31, 
2016 then raised the prices of the vehicles containing these products manufactured, 
marketed, distributed and/or sold by the defendants, and the replacement parts for such 
vehicles.  Hirschvogel has denied these allegations.  
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The Class Actions remain ongoing as against other defendant groups, who also have denied 
liability. None of these allegations have been proven against Hirschvogel or the other 
defendants. 
 
These Class Actions seek to recover damages for all Canadian residents in all provinces 
and territories affected by the alleged conspiracy and ask that the Court require these 
companies to return extra money that they may have received due to this alleged 
conspiracy. 
 
You can obtain a copy of materials filed in both of these Class Actions by contacting Class 
Counsel. Contact information for these lawyers can be found below at question 10.   

 
3. Who are the representative plaintiffs? 

 
Adam Alteen c/o Slater Vecchio LLP, 18th Floor 777 Dunsmuir Street, Vancouver, BC 
V7Y 1K4 is the plaintiff in the  Aluminum Proceeding. 
 
Kevin Charlton c/o Slater Vecchio LLP, 18th Floor 777 Dunsmuir Street, Vancouver, BC 
V7Y 1K4 is the plaintiff in the “Steel  Proceeding. 

 
4. Who is affected by the Class Actions? 

 
On July 7, 2026, the Supreme Court of British Columbia certified both the Class Actions 
as against Hirschvogel by consent for the purpose of implementing a settlement agreement.  
 
The Aluminum Proceeding and the Steel Proceeding were certified against Hirschvogel for 
the following “Class” and “Class Members”: 
 
Anyone in Canada who: 
 
(a) bought or leased a vehicle, that contained Forged Aluminum Products and/or Forged 

Steel Products manufactured, marketed, distributed and/or sold by the defendants 
including Hirschvogel, or; 
  

(b) who purchased vehicle replacement parts, that contained Forged Aluminum Products 
and/or Forged Steel Products manufactured, marketed, distributed and/or sold by the 
defendants including Hirschvogel. 

 
5. Has a settlement been reached for these Class Actions? 

 
What is a settlement? 
 
A settlement is when a defendant agrees to pay money to the members of the class action 
in exchange for being released from the case. 
 
What new settlement has been reached?  
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Hirschvogel has agreed to settle the claims made against it in both of these Class Actions 
in exchange for a full release of the claims against it and their related entities relating to 
the alleged price-fixing of Forged Aluminum Products and Forged Steel Products. 
Hirschvogel agreed to pay CDN $2,500,000.00 for the benefit of the settlement classes, in 
the following manner: 
 

• CDN $250,000 for the claims made regarding Forged Aluminum Products in the 
Aluminum Proceeding; and 

• CDN $2,250,000 for the claims made regarding Forged Steel Products in the Steel 
Proceeding.  

 
Hirschvogel also agreed to provide cooperation to the Plaintiffs in pursuing the Steel 
Proceeding and the Aluminum Proceeding against the remaining defendants.  
 
The settlement is a resolution of a contested claim and Hirschvogel does not admit any 
liability, wrongdoing or fault. 
 
When will the settlement amount be distributed? 
 
Class Counsel will request approval from the Court to have the settlement amount, minus 
the court-approved lawyers’ fees, disbursements and applicable taxes, held in trust for 
future benefit of the Class with the previous settlement amounts  
 
Have there been previous settlement reached with the other defendant groups? 
 
This is the first settlement in the Aluminum Proceeding. Hirschvogel is the first defendant 
to enter into a settlement of the Class Action pertaining to the Forged Aluminum Products 
manufactured between April 1, 2006 until April 31, 2018. This Class Action remains 
ongoing against the other five defendant groups. 
 
This is the second settlement in the Steel Proceeding. A previous settlement was reached 
in the Steel Proceeding with the Musashi defendant and approved by a previous order of 
the courts.  

 
6. Fees Approval 

 
All legal fees and disbursements including those of Class Counsel are subject to Court 
approval. In other words, class members do not have to pay the lawyers working on the 
class actions any money. The lawyers working on the class actions will be paid from the 
money collected in the class actions. The retainer agreement permits a fee request of up to 
25% of the settlement amount, plus disbursements and applicable taxes. In this case, the 
maximum amount sought for fees and disbursements in the Aluminum Proceeding will be 
$190,000.00 and in the Steel Proceeding will be $673,000.00. This request may be heard 
in whole or in part by the courts at the same time as the settlement approval hearing or at a 
later date.  
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7. I want to be a part of the Class Actions and participate in the Settlement. What do I 
need to do now? 
 
If you want to be a member of the Class Actions, you do not need to do anything. The 
Court’s approval of this settlement is binding on all Class Members who do not opt out of 
the proceedings by December 15, 2026.   
 
If you do NOT opt out of the proceedings and the settlement, as described below, you will 
be unable to advance a lawsuit of your own relating to harms caused through the alleged 
price-fixing of Forged Steel Products and Forged Aluminum Products. You will also be 
bound by any future judgment against the Non-Settling Defendants on the common 
issues for the Class, whether favourable or not. In addition, you will be deemed to have 
“released” Hirschvogel from liability for all harms suffered by you as a result of purchasing 
Forged Steel Products and Forged Aluminum Products (the “Release”).  
 
In return however, and if eligible, you will be entitled to receive compensation for the 
harms that you experienced, if such compensation is ordered distributed by the Court.   
 
The Settlement Agreement provides a specific description of the Release. Please read the 
Settlement Agreement carefully and contact Class Counsel if you have any questions.  The 
details of the Release are also available in the Order of the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia approving the settlement.   
 

8. I do not want to be a part of one or both of the Class Actions, and I do not want to 
participate in this Settlement. How do I Opt-Out? 

 
This is your only opportunity to opt out of these two Class Actions.  
 

• If you Opt-Out of the Steel Proceeding, you will be able to advance a lawsuit of 
your own relating to harms caused through the alleged price-fixing of Forged Steel 
Products. This also means that: 
 

o You will NOT be bound by the settlement with Hirschvogel with regards 
to the Forged Steel Products, and  

o You will NOT be bound by any future judgment made by this Court in 
relation to the  Steel  Proceeding.  

 
• If you Opt-Out of the Aluminum  Proceeding, you will be able to advance a lawsuit 

of your own relating to harms caused through the alleged price-fixing of Forged 
Aluminum Products. This also means that: 

 
o You will NOT be bound by the settlement with Hirschvogel with regards 

to the Forged Aluminum Products, and  
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o You will NOT be bound by any future judgments made by the Court in 
relation to the Aluminum  Proceeding. 

 
If you are a Class Member of one or both Class Actions, you can remove yourself from 
one or both of the Class Actions by delivering a signed and dated Opt-Out Form before the 
Opt-Out Deadline. The Opt-Out Period is ninety (90) days after September 16, 2026. 
 
A copy of the Opt-Out Form is available on request through Class Counsel. 

 
More information on the Opt-Out Deadline and process is available at available at the 
below website, or by contacting Class Counsel:  
 

• https://slatervecchio.com/class-action/hirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-
settlement/ 
 

A copy of the Opt-Out Form is available on request through Class Counsel. 
 

9. What is the Settlement Approval process? 
 

The Court must approve the settlement before it is final. The Settlement Approval Hearing 
to consider approval of the settlement will be held at 800 Smithe Street, Vancouver, BC on 
January 28, 2027 at 9:00 am.  
 
For more information on the locations and times of the hearings, visit Class Counsel’s 
webpages for these Class Actions at the address below, or call 1-877-387-0761: 
 

• https://slatervecchio.com/class-action/hirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-
settlement/ 

 
If you want to tell the Court what you think about the proposed settlement or application 
for legal fees, or speak to the Court at the hearing mentioned above, you must send your 
written statement to the lawyers working on the class actions by December 15, 2026 at the 
latest. If you do not file a written submission by December 15, 2026, you may not be 
entitled to participate in the settlement approval hearing. Contact information for the 
lawyers can be found below at question 10. The lawyers will file all such statements with 
the Court. 
 
If the Court does not approve the Settlement Agreement, the Class Actions continue as 
against Hirschvogel and the other defendant groups. 

 
 

10. Who are the lawyers for the plaintiffs? 
 

Slater Vecchio LLP was appointed as Class Counsel by Justice Veenstra of the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia on July 7, 2026. You may contact Class Counsel at:  
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0
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By mail:  777 Dunsmuir St 18th Floor, Vancouver, BC, V7K 1K4 
By e-mail:  hirschvogelsettlement@slatervecchio.com 
By phone:  1-877-387-0761 

 
There is no charge to speak to Class Counsel. 

 
11. How do I get more information? 

 
This Notice summarizes the Settlement. More details are in the Settlement Agreement. 
 
You can get a copy of the Settlement Agreement and the Decision of the Supreme Court 
of British Columbia on Class Counsel’s webpage for these Class Actions at the address 
below: 
 

• https://slatervecchio.com/class-action/hirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-
settlement/  
  

You can also send questions to Class Counsel by: 
 

By mail:  777 Dunsmuir St 18th Floor, Vancouver, BC, V7K 1K4 
By e-mail: hirschvogelsettlement@slatervecchio.com 
By phone:  1-877-387-0761 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslatervecchio.com%2Fclass-action%2Fhirschvogel-forged-steel-and-aluminum-settlement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclasry%40slatervecchio.com%7Cd7b58becedae43c40e3308df0f7a330c%7C80920d6d0d094dae964c3683c2567a72%7C0%7C0%7C639246689695570069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=znJc7GQQdjvtT3kZvAnOjOnzIi55d91hK9myyGDRD24%3D&reserved=0

